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Cleaning log template
One row per decision. The log, not the cleaned file, is what makes the analysis defensible.

Dataset Export date
Cleaned by Date

Step What was found Rows affected What was done Why Rows after

 Raw exports are never edited. Every change is made in code and recorded here.
 Write the log from the code so it cannot drift out of date.
 A supervisor should be able to disagree with any single row without rerunning anything.

Based on the ERAS Africa Basics of Data Analysis using Python course, 2026, the WHO Data Quality Review toolkit, the Ethiopian HMIS indicator reference and the pandas 
and matplotlib documentation. Free to copy and adapt with attribution.
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